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Preface

Modern fetomaternal surveillance has drawn attention to antepartum events that
contribute to subsequent neurological handicap in children.

Moreover, there is a growing body of evidence to show that defects in neurological
development may be the consequence of prenatal brain damage.

Therefore, we need to ascertain the fetal condition before delivery in order to
under stand the possible influence of prenatal events on the perinatal and postnatal
periods.

The new non-invasive techniques of modern fetal surveillance allow for the
structural and functional evaluation of the fetus in utero.

Nowadays, fetal neurosonography represents an important part of obstetric
ultrasound. The introduction of high-frequency sonography, including transvaginal
sonography, has resulted in detailed imaging of the normal anatomy of the central
nervous system and its pathology. Nevertheless, there is still a need for better
definition of parameters in use.

In this book, several Authors gave their contribution to illustrate the possible
importance of developmental neuropathology describing imaging techniques in
the context of fetal brain pathology.

Alberto Rossi
MD PhD



